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Abstract 

Literary corpora comprise poetry and fictional prose texts, such as novels, short 

stories and plays. They bring together the collected works of a single author or 

representative texts from a specific literary period. Since literary corpora are often 

available through powerful concordances, they are especially well suited for a 

quantitative and qualitative approach to comparative literary analysis, within or 

across different genres and historical periods. This paper attempts to analyze the 

relationship of corpus and literature. 
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КОРПОРА И ЛИТЕРАТУРА 

 

Аннотация 

Литературные корпуса включают стихи и художественные прозаические 

тексты, такие как романы, рассказы и пьесы. Они объединяют собрания 

сочинений одного автора или репрезентативные тексты определенного 

литературного периода. Поскольку литературные корпуса часто доступны через 

мощные симфонии, они особенно хорошо подходят для количественного и 

качественного подхода к сравнительному литературному анализу внутри или 

между различными жанрами и историческими периодами. В данной статье 

предпринята попытка проанализировать взаимосвязь корпуса и литературы. 
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Inroduction 

The analysis of literary texts using corpora is a common methodological approach in 

the field of stylistics. Stylistics, which is the study of style in language, is a sub-

discipline of linguistics within applied linguistics. While stylisticians typically focus 

on analyzing literary texts, there is no reason why stylistics should be limited to this 

type of text. In fact, some stylisticians have applied the same analytical techniques to 

non-literary texts. However, the principles of stylistics are rooted in the study of 
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literary texts, and corpora are valuable tools for testing hypotheses and theories about 

texts and stylistic effects. In recent years, the use of corpora has provided statistical 

evidence that supports foregrounding theory, a fundamental aspect of stylistics. 

Foregrounding theory posits that an author's intentional linguistic choices play a 

crucial role in shaping their style. These choices give rise to specific stylistic effects, 

which can be observed at the overall authorial level, within a particular genre, or even 

in a specific text. According to this theory, the most significant stylistic elements are 

those that deviate from the established norms of language, whether those norms are 

external or internal to the text itself. Psychological studies have lent support to this 

theory by demonstrating that readers generally agree on what is considered 

foregrounded in a text. 

However, determining the extent of foregrounding has historically been challenging 

due to limited access to frequency information about linguistic norms. The advent of 

large-scale electronic corpora has greatly facilitated this process, as it provides 

linguists with the necessary tools to analyze linguistic patterns and establish statistical 

norms. Some linguists have questioned the utility of relying on frequency information, 

even if it were readily available. Nevertheless, these objections are flawed because 

understanding the statistical norms of language is crucial in determining whether a 

particular usage is indeed unusual and therefore foregrounded. 

Modern corpus linguistics has emerged as an invaluable resource for stylisticians, 

enabling them to uncover the statistical norms of language and assess the 

foregrounded elements within a text accurately. This development has debunked 

views opposing the use of corpora, such as Freeman's, and highlighted the immense 

value of corpora in stylistic analysis. Although corpus-related work in stylistics has 

not progressed as rapidly as in mainstream linguistics, it is steadily growing, and the 

term "corpus stylistics" is increasingly employed to describe this approach. 

The term "collocates" refers to words that are often found near a specific word in a 

text. In the field of corpus stylistics, analyzing the collocates of a word in a reference 

corpus can provide insights into patterns and associations that can aid in 

understanding its meaning or stylistic effects. For instance, by examining the 

collocates of the word "priest" in the British National Corpus, we can see that the most 

frequently occurring collocate is "lecherous," which suggests a potential alternative 

interpretation or meaning of the poet's description. Approaches to corpus stylistics 

can be categorized into three types: corpus-assisted analysis, corpus-based analysis, 

and corpus-driven analysis. Although these distinctions may have their flaws, they can 

be helpful as a heuristic tool for identifying common practices in corpus research. 

Corpus-assisted analysis involves using large reference corpora to support the 
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analysis of a single text. This type of analysis can be employed to confirm or challenge 

a stylistician's intuition regarding the stylistic effects of specific linguistic structures. 

For example, in Roger McGough's poem "Vinegar," the poet depicts waiting alone in 

a queue at a fish and chip shop. While contemplating how it would be nicer to buy 

supper for two, the poet compares himself to a priest. Drawing on our knowledge of 

priests, particularly the typical assumption that they are unmarried, we might infer 

that the speaker is reflecting on feeling lonely. However, conducting a search for the 

collocates of the word "priest" in a reference corpus reveals an alternative potential 

meaning. The collocates of a particular word are other words that commonly appear 

nearby. By examining the British National Corpus, which consists of 100 million 

words of late twentieth century British English, we discover that the most frequent 

collocate of "priest" is "lecherous." 

This suggests that an alternative interpretation of the poet's meaning in 'Vinegar' is 

that he is expressing a desire for a sexual rather than an emotional relationship. It is 

important to consider the range of texts in which a collocate is present in a corpus for 

stylistic analysis. However, even if there was only one occurrence of "lecherous" as a 

collocate of "priest," it would validate the response of a reader who interpreted this 

connotation in the poem. Collocation does not indicate the "correct" interpretation of 

a text, but it does indicate the range of valid interpretations. A notable example of 

corpus-assisted analysis is O'Halloran's work (2007), and it is perhaps this type of 

corpus-related research that will be most appealing to traditional literary critics. It 

does not require the construction of specialized corpora, as there are commercially 

available corpora that can be used for corpus-assisted work. Additionally, it does not 

necessitate expertise in computing and corpus analytical techniques. Instead, corpus-

assisted literary analysis utilizes readily accessible information to provide support for 

more conventional qualitative analyses of literary texts. 

There are three types of approaches to corpus stylistics: corpus-assisted analysis, 

corpus-based analysis, and corpus-driven analysis. While these categorizations may 

have their limitations, they can serve as a useful heuristic tool for identifying common 

practices in corpus research. Corpus-assisted analysis involves utilizing large 

reference corpora to support the analysis of a single text. This type of analysis can be 

employed to validate or challenge a stylistician's intuition regarding the stylistic 

effects of specific linguistic structures. 

The techniques described in this article require the use of corpus analysis software. 

There are numerous commercially available packages for this purpose, with 

WordSmith Tools (Scott, 2004) being perhaps the most well-known. However, other 

packages such as AntConc (described in Anthony, 2004) are equally effective and, in 
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some cases, free. The web-based tool Wmatrix (Rayson, 2008) is also highly 

recommended. In addition to the conventional corpus tools featured in WordSmith 

and AntConc, Wmatrix automatically annotates uploaded texts for part-of-speech and 

semantic categories, enabling the analysis of key parts-of-speech and key semantic 

domains. All of these software packages can be found online. Furthermore, a range of 

electronic texts and corpora, many of which are freely available, are stored at the 

Oxford Text Archive (http://ota.ahds.ac.uk/). As literary scholars become 

increasingly aware of the advantages offered by corpora, the use of corpora in literary 

analysis is likely to increase. This approach to literary studies significantly improves 

upon more subjective methods by allowing for a more objective and falsifiable 

approach to text analysis. As Sinclair (2004) emphasizes, in all approaches to 

linguistic analysis, it is crucial that we "trust the text." Utilizing corpora enables us to 

do just that. 

In conclusion, understanding the statistical norms of language is essential for 

identifying fore grounded elements within a text. The rise of modern corpus 

linguistics has provided stylisticians with the necessary means to analyze linguistic 

patterns and establish these norms accurately. Despite some initial skepticism, 

corpora have proven to be invaluable tools in stylistic analysis, and their usage in the 

field is steadily increasing. 
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